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In this section:
• General Statement (p. 1)
• Rationale (p. 1)
• Requirements (p. 1)
• Procedures for Declaring and Completing a Minor (p. 1)
• Course Requirements (p. 2)

General Statement
Each academic unit in the University may, at its discretion, offer formal academic minors. The University does not require that an academic program
unit offer a minor or that its students take a minor. Minors will be described in the catalog and identified on the student’s transcript in the same manner
that majors are identified. If a department requires a concentration of courses in a secondary area and that concentration is not a formal minor, then the
department should refer to this group of courses as an ‘area of emphasis’ rather than a ‘minor’ in order to avoid confusion.

Rationale
A minor formally recognizes strategic work in an area of study and thus encourages students to pursue a secondary field. The opportunity to earn a
formal minor or minors may encourage students to organize what has been elective work into more coherent focus areas; the posting of those minors
to students’ transcripts will better communicate focus areas of the student’s academic career. Such program options should prove appealing to both
students and departments. A formal academic minor could enhance the attractiveness of graduates on the job market, help in student recruitment and
retention, and provide another measure of productivity for academic units in addition to the number of majors.

Requirements
Requirements for a minor are set by the academic unit offering the minor and must include at least fifteen hours of course work, with a minimum of nine
hours at the upper division level (course numbers 300 or above). Units offering a minor may require specific courses and/or may require a minimum
performance standard for courses taken to fulfill minor requirements (e.g., "a GPA of 2.0 across courses counted toward the minor is required" or "a
grade of ‘C’ or higher must be earned in all courses counted toward the minor"). Courses in the minor may not be taken pass/fail.
Students may not earn a minor in the same field as their major. Students completing the MDS degree may not earn a minor in the same field as any of
their MDS concentration areas. Courses required for completion of the student’s major may be applied to completion of a minor so long as that minor is
not in the same field (i.e., offered by the same academic unit) as the major. Courses required for completion of one minor may be applied to completion
of a second minor should such requirements overlap.
Students majoring in World Languages may complete a foreign language minor that is not in the same area of emphasis as their major.
The establishment of academic minors does not change the College of Arts and Sciences policy that no more than forty-two hours in one department
subject and no more than sixty hours from a department with more than one subject may be counted toward the minimum hours required for graduation.

Procedures for Declaring and Completing a Minor
Students declare minors once they enter their major fields of study. The following steps should be followed to assure that completion of a minor is
appropriately recognized and posted to the student’s transcript:
1. A student interested in completing a minor (or minors) works with his or her major advisor to incorporate minor requirements into schedule planning.
Students are welcome to consult with advisors in the minor department. Students who wish to complete a minor in music, women’s studies,
leadership studies, or ROTC must work directly with advisors for those programs.
2. Complete an Academic Status Update Form with their advisor.
3. When completing the Application for Graduation, the student indicates the minor(s) for which certification is requested.
4. The student’s major advisor/major college advisement office certifies that all minor requirements have been completed and reports both major and
minor certifications to the Office of the University Registrar on the Tentative Graduation form. Women’s studies and music minors are certified by
those programs.
Note: Minors are only awarded at the time of the conferral of a baccalaureate degree.
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Course Requirements
Requirements for academic minors are set by the department offering the minor. Substitutions may not be made without written approval of the minor
department. Courses in the minor may not be taken pass/fail. A student may not complete a minor in his or her major field. (For rules concerning minors
that are part of the multidisciplinary studies degree, see: http://mds.wvu.edu/).

Minors offered, by college:
• Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Design - Davis College of (p. 2)
• Arts and Sciences, Eberly College of (p. 2)
• Business and Economics (p. 3)
• Creative Arts (p. 3)
• Education and Human Services (p. 4)
• Engineering and Mineral Resources - Benjamin M. Statler College of (p. 4)
• Media, Reed College of (p. 4)
• Physical Activity and Sport Sciences (p. 4)
• Intercollegiate Programs (p. 5)

Davis College of Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Design
• Agribusiness Management (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/agribusiness_management)
• Agriculture and Natural Resources Law (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/agriculturalandnaturalresourceslaw)
• Applied and Environmental Microbiology (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/applied_and_environmental_microbioloogy)
• Arboriculture (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/aboriculture)
• Conservation Ecology (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/conservation_ecology)
• Environmental Economics (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/environmental_economics)
• Environmental Protection (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/environmental_protection)
• Equine Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/equine_management)
• Family and Consumer Sciences (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/family_and_consumer_sciences)
• Fashion Merchandising (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/fashion_merchandising)
• Food Science and Technology (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/food_science_and_technology)
• Foodservice Production (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/food_service_production)
• Forestry Resources Management (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/forest_resource_management)
• Horticulture (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/horticulture)
• Landscape Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/landscape_studies)
• Nutrition and Food Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/nutritionandfoodstudies)
• Pest Management (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/pest_management)
• Recreation, Parks, & Tourism Resources (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/recreation_parks_and_toursim_resources)
• Rural Community Development (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/rural_community_development)
• Soil Science (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/soil_science)
• Sustainable Design (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/sustainable_design)
• Sustainable Low-Rise Residential Construction (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/sustainablelowriseresidentialconstruction)
• Wildlife and Fisheries Resources (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/wildlife__fisheries_resourses_management)
• Wood Science and Technology (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/wood_science_and_technology)

Eberly College of Arts and Sciences
• Africa and the Middle East (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/africa_and_the_middle_east)
• Africana Studies Program (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/africana_studies)
• American Politics & Policy (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/american_politics__policy)
• Anthropology (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/anthropology)
• Arabic Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/arabicstudies)
• Asia (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/asia)
• Astronomy (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/astronomy)
• Biology (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/biology)
• Chinese Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/chinese_studies)
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• Communication Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/communication_studies)
• Creative Writing (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/creative_writing)
• Development Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/development_studies)
• Economics (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/economics)
• English (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/english)
• Europe (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/europe)
• Foreign Literature in Translation (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/foreign_literature_in_translation)
• Forensic and Investigative Science (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/forensicinvestigativesci)
• French (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/french)
• Geography (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/geography)
• Geography: Environmental Change (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/environ)
• Geography: Geographic Information Science (GIS) (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/gis)
• Geography: Globalization (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/global)
• Geology (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/geology)
• German (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/german)
• Gerontology (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/gerontology)
• History (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/history)
• International & Comparative Politics (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/international__comparative_politics)
• Italian Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/italian_studies)
• Japanese Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/japanese_studies)
• Latin American Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/latin_american_studies)
• Law & Legal Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/law__legal_studies)
• Leadership Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/leadership_studies)
• LGBTQ Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/lgbtqstudies)
• Linguistics (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/linguistics)
• Mathematics (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/mathematics)
• Medical Humanities and Health Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/medicalhumanitiesandhealthstudies)
• Medieval & Renaissance Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/medievalandrenaissancestudies)
• Native American Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/native_american_studies)
• Philosophy (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/philosophy)
• Physics (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/physics)
• Political Science (General) (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/political_sciencegeneral)
• Political Theory (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/political_theory)
• Professional Writing (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/professional_writing_and_editing)
• Psychology (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/psychology)
• Religious Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/religious_studies)
• Russian Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/russian_studies)
• Slavic and East European Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/slavic__east_european_studies)
• Sociology (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/sociology)
• Spanish (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/spanish)
• Statistics (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/statistics)
• Teaching English as a Second Language (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/teaching_english_as_a_secone_language)
• The Americas (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/the_americas)
• Women and Gender Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/women_and_gender_studies)

College of Business and Economics
• Business Administration (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/businessadministrationminor)
• Entrepreneurial Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/entrepreneurship)

College of Creative Arts
• Art History (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/art_history)
• Arts Administration (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/arts_administration)

3

4

Minors

• Ceramics (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/ceramics)
• Dance (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/dance)
• Electronic Media (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/electronic_media)
• Interactive Design for Media (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/interactivedesignformediaminor)
• Jazz Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/jazz_studies)
• Music (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/general_musicianship)
• Music Industry (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/musicindustry)
• Music Performance (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/performance)
• Music Technology (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/music_technology)
• Painting (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/painting)
• Photography (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/photography)
• Printmaking (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/printmaking)
• Sculpture (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/sculpture)
• Theatre (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/theatre)
• Theatre Production (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/theatreproduction)
• World Music (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/world_music)

College of Education and Human Services
• Child Development and Family Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/child_development__family_studies)
• Disability Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/disability_studies)
• Early Intervention (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/earlyintervention)
• Family and Youth (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/family__youth)
• Human Services (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/human_services)
• Infant and Toddler (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/infant__toddler)
• Special Education (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/specialeducationminor)

Benjamin M. Statler College of Engineering and Mineral Resources
• Biomedical Engineering (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/biomedicalengineering)
• Chemical Engineering (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/chemical_engineering)
• Computer Science (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/cs)
• Engineering in Society (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/engineeringinsociety)
• Nanosystems (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/nanosystems)

Reed College of Media
• Advertising (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/advertising)
• Entertainment Media (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/entertainmentmedia)
• Event Planning (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/eventplanning)
• Health Promotion (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/health_promotion)
• Interactive Design for Media (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/interactivedesignformediaminor)
• Journalism (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/journalism)
• Public Relations (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/public_relations)
• Sport Communication (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/sports_communication)
• Strategic Social Media (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/strategicsocialmedia)

College of Physical Activity and Sport Sciences
• Adventure Sports Leadership (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/adventure_sports_leadership)
• Aquatic Facility Management (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/aquatic_facility_management)
• Group Fitness (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/group_fitness)
• Personal Training (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/personal_training)
• Scholastic Coaching (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/athletic_coaching)
• Sport and Exercise Psychology (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/sport__exercise_psychology)
• Sport Communication (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/sports_communication)
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• Strength and Conditioning (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/strength__conditioning)

Intercollegiate Programs
• Aerospace Studies (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/aerospacestudies)
• Military Science (http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/minors/military_science)
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