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Composition, M.M., D.M.A.
Degrees Offered

• Master of Music

• Doctor of Musical Arts

Nature of the Program
Graduate instruction in composition at the masters level is generally in contemporary art music styles but also includes work in various electronic
mediums (fixed playback pieces, instrument(s) and electronics, interactive electronics, etc.) with studies available in jazz, world music, and other
vernacular musical styles. At least one submitted work must be in the style of art (concert) music for traditional acoustic instruments.

The primary objective of the Doctor of Musical Arts degree is the recognition of the highest achievement in music performance and teaching, preparing
artist-pedagogues for careers in higher education and in the professional world. The degree may be taken in composition or in performance and
literature. Historical and theoretical knowledge sufficient to support individualized interpretations for performers and original creative work for composers
is expected, as are writing and speaking skills needed to communicate clearly and effectively. To assist the student in achieving these objectives, the
course of study includes requirements in performance or composition, academic coursework, and research.

Admissions
Applicants must demonstrate piano proficiency (level four); evaluation of previously completed compositions is required.

Applicants for entrance to the MM in Composition should send a portfolio of compositions that include a major work (a work of at least a ten-minute
duration and/or a work for large ensemble with or without voice) and two or three other works in various genres. Scores may be submitted as Finale
or Sibelius files or as pdf’s. Recordings and/or MIDI realizations of application compositions are strongly encouraged but not mandatory. Electronic
submission of both score and audio files is highly recommended.

Applicants for entrance to the DMA in Composition should send a portfolio of compositions that include a major work (master’s thesis or equivalent)
and two or three other works in various genres. Scores may be submitted as Finale or Sibelius files or as pdf’s. Recordings and/or MIDI realizations of
application compositions are strongly encouraged but not mandatory. Electronic submission of both score and audio files is highly recommended.

Applicants to the program must present the necessary credentials for evaluation of previous training and experience to the School of Music. These
include transcripts from all institutions previously attended showing a grade point average of at least 3.0 in all undergraduate studies submitted through
the WVU Office of Admissions.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 2024-2025
The Admission Requirements above will be the same for the 2024-2025 Academic Year.

MM Major Code: 2534
DMA Major Code: 2535

For specific information on the following program please see the link to the right:

• Composition, M.M.

For specific information on the following program please see the link to the right:

• Composition, D.M.A.


